Bil 235 1.3 discussion board instructions
Inductive Observations of Paul’s Writings
Background
For nearly all the years since the apostles, the thirteen letters of Paul were all ascribed to his being the author. Beginning with German liberalism in the 1800’s, “scholars” began to question his authorial authenticity concerning several of the books (along with the reliability of the scriptural canon itself). While establishing (or defending) Paul’s authorship can be considered with considerable study of background material, including internal and external evidences, such study is beyond the scope of this course. We will be operating on the premise that Paul wrote all of “his” epistles.
If Bruce’s Chronology page 475 was considered above, the listing of the probable dates and order of composition were observed. Paul’s letters most often are written in response to problems, crises or a call for clarification or correction. This motivation to write means that Paul did not set out, except perhaps in Romans, to produce a complete description of all the core teachings of Christianity. He usually spent the first half of the book providing a theological basis for the ethical instruction he called for in the remainder of the book (even in Romans). We will study Paul’s letters beginning this week with Romans and continuing in the chronology of composition in the following weeks.
Instructions
1. Using the NIV Study Bible, please survey Romans. Navigate to the threaded discussion and respond to the following: 
1. Record how you sectioned this book into at least four divisions. Describe what caused you to analyze the book along these lines. 
2. Include one clear observation that summarizes the content of each subsection. 
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